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During a conversation the other day I was told by a friend that 
he did not have time to read; Harashim or anything else for that 
matter, except, maybe the sports page. 
 
Reading isn't just for writers. Reading helps us learn more 
about our craft—It sparks new ideas and pushes us forward 
when we're in a slump. And best of all, it allows us to think in 
new ways, and escape the patterns and assumptions of our 
lives. We share the writers thoughts and ideas, we learn. 
 
Bill Gates, the world’s richest man, says he reads 50 books a 
year. How many do I read? At least one a week. How about 
you? 
When asked the role reading plays in his life, Gates said  
 
“It is one of the chief ways that I learn, and has been since I 
was a kid. These days, I also get to visit interesting places, 
meet with scientists and watch a lot of lectures online. But 
reading is still the main way that I both learn new things and 
test my understanding.” 
 
"The trick is to teach yourself to read in small sips as well as in 

long swallows." - Stephen King 
 
How much time did you spend waiting today? 
On average, we wait seven minutes each time we order coffee, 
32 minutes before each doctor's visit, and 21 minutes for a sig-
nificant other to get ready to go out. Then there's the time you 
wait for the train or in line at wherever, not to mention the time 
wasted waiting for meetings to start. 
 
What kept you company during that wasted time? Your 
smartphone? On average we spend 2 hours, 42 minutes per day 
on our phones according to mobile analytics company Flurry. 
We're consuming content, scrolling through Facebook and In-
stagram and Twitter checking emails. 

Fantastic! We’ve just found the time that it turns out we *do* 
have, time that could be spent reading if we want to. 
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Birth of the Moralising GODS 

By WBro John Presser, a retired forensic scientist 
Secretary, Hobart Lodge of Research #62 
December 2016 

 

An ancient Egyptian spent her whole life preparing 
for the moment when her heart would be weighed. 
After death, she was escorted before a divine scale. 
In one pan rested an ostrich feather belonging to 
Maat, the goddess of social order. The other pan 
held her heart. The deceased had been buried with a 
list of her virtues:  
 
“I have not uttered lies.” 
“I have not slain men and women.” 
“I have not stopped the flow of water (of the Nile)” 
 

Any sins would weight down her heart. When the 
scale settled her fate would be clear: If her heart 
weighed no more than Maat’s feather, she was 
escorted to paradise. If her heart was too heavy, the 
crocodile demon Amemet reared up and devoured it, 
obliterating her soul. 

Although much of Egyptian cosmology is alien 
today, some are strikingly familiar. The gods of 
today’s major religions are also moralising gods, 
who encourage virtue and punish selfish and cruel 
people after death. But for most of human history, 
moralising gods have been the exception. If today’s 
hunter/gatherers are any guide, for thousands of 
years our ancestors conceived deities as utterly 
indifferent to the human realm, and to whether we 
behaved well or badly. 

To crack the mystery of why and how people around 
the world came to believe in moralising gods, 
researchers are using a novel tool in religious studies 
– the scientific method. By combining laboratory 
experiments, cross-cultural fieldwork and analysis of 
the historical record, an inter-disciplinary team has 
put forward a hypothesis that has the small 
community of researchers who study the evolution 
of religion, abuzz. A culture like ancient Egypt did 
not just stumble on the idea of moralising gods, says 
psychologist Ara Norenzayan of the University of 
British Columbia, in Vancouver, Canada, who 
synthesised the new idea in his 2013 book Big 
Gods: How religion transformed Co-operation and 
Conflict. Instead, belief in those judgemental deities, 
or “big gods” was key to the co-operation needed to 
build and sustain Egyptian’s large, complex society. 

In this view, without supernatural enforcement of co
-operation, “moral” behaviour, ancient Egypt (as 
well as nearly every other large-scale society in 
history) would not have been able to get off the 
ground. All-knowing big gods are “crazily effective” 
at enforcing social norms, says Norenzayan’s 

collaborator Edward Slingerland, a historian at UBC 
Vancouver. “Not only can they see you everywhere 
you are, but they can actually look inside your 
mind.” And once big gods and big societies existed, 
the moralising gods helped religions as dissimilar as 
Islam and Mormonism spread by making groups of 
the faithful more co-operative and therefore more 
successful. 

It is a sweeping theory, grander in scale than much 
of the scholarship by religious studies experts, who 
usually examine one tradition at a time. “They have 
done a great service by bringing together a lot of 
important findings in the field,” says Richard Sosis, 
a human behavioural ecologist at the University of 
Connecticut, Storrs. Now, they are embarking on 
new experiments and analysis to test it, a 
challenging task given the scope of the theory. “It is 
easy to say” that moralising religion spread through 
cultural evolution, says Dominic Johnson, an 
evolutionary biologist at the University of Oxford in 
the UK, who studies religion and co-operation. “But 
it is hard to demonstrate.” 

When Norenzayan was growing up in Lebanon in 
the 1970s and 1980s, “it was very hard to miss 
religion,” he remembers. Faith was the defining fact 
of people’s lives and fuelled the sectarian war that 
consumed the country. After moving to the United 
States for a PhD Norenzayan became fascinated 
with scientific efforts to explain belief, many of 
them rooted in cognitive sciences. A series of 
studies had shown that both children and adults 
ascribe humanlike intentions and actions to 
inanimate objects like rocks and the sun. For 
example, British and American children repeatedly 
told scientists that rocks are sharp so animals won’t 
sit on them. (Science 6 November 2009 p 784) Such 
studies contributed to a growing scientific consensus 
that belief in the supernatural is an evolutionary by 
product of the quirks of the human brain, 
piggybacking on abilities that evolved for different 
purposes. 

But Norenzayan was not satisfied. The by product 
model doesn’t explain the particular nature of 
religions in complex societies – the presence of 
moralising gods who prescribe human behaviour. 
Nor does it explain why a handful of those faiths 
have proved so successful. 

In an effort to answer these questions, Norenzayan 
began making forays into the psychology of religion. 
In one study, published in 2007 in Psychological 
Science, he and a colleague gave $10 to participants, 
who could then decide how much to give to a 
stranger and how much to keep for themselves. 
When primed with religious words, participants 
gave away and an average of $4.22, whereas a 
control group gave away only $1.84. 

A few years later, human evolutionary biologist 
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Joseph Henrich (then at UBC Vancouver, now at 
Harvard University) and his colleagues asked people 
in fifteen societies, ranging from tribal farmers in 
Papua New Guinea to wage workers in Missouri, to 
play a similar economic game. They researchers 
found that across these cultures. People who 
participated in a moralising world religion, 
particularly Christianity and Islam, gave as much as 
10% more to strangers than did unbelievers or 
practitioners of animism. Their results were 
published in Science in 2010. 

 Norenzayan thinks this connection between 
moralising deities and “prosocial” behaviour 
(Curbing self-interest for the good of others) could 
help explain how religion evolved. In small-scale 
societies, prosocial behaviour does not depend on 
religion. The Hadza, (bushmen or San) a group of 
African hunter-gatherers, do not believe in an 
afterlife, for example, and their gods of the sun and 
moon are indifferent to the paltry actions of people. 
Yet the Hazda are very co-operative when it comes 
to hunting and daily life. They do not need a 
supernatural force to encourage this because 
everyone knows everyone else in their small bands. 
If you steal or lie, everyone will find out, and they 
may not want to co-operate with you anymore. The 
danger of a damaged reputation keeps people living 
up to the community’s standards. 

As societies grow larger, such intensive social 
monitoring becomes impossible. There is nothing to 
stop you from taking advantage of the work or 
goodwill of others and giving nothing in return. 
Reneging on a payment or shirking a shared 
responsibility has no consequences if you’ll never 
see the injured party again and state institutions such 
as police forces have not been invented yet. If 
everyone did that, nascent large-scale societies 
would collapse. Economists call this paradox the 
free rider problem. How did the earliest large-scale 
societies overcome it? 

In some societies, belief in a watchful, punishing 
god or gods could have been the key. History and 
archaeology offer hints that religion really did shape 
our earliest complex societies. Conventional wisdom 
says that the key to settling down in big groups was 
agriculture. But “agriculture itself is a wildly 
improbable co-operative activity” notes Slingerland, 
who studies ancient China. “Especially in places 
where you cannot get agriculture off the ground 
without large-scale irrigation or water control 
projects, the co-operation problem has to be solved 
before you even get the agriculture ramped up.” That 
is where religion came in, he and Norenzayan think.  

A case in point, they say, is Gobekli Tepe, an 
archaeological site in south-eastern Turkey Huge 
stone obelisks carved with evocative half-human, 
half animal figures dot the 11,500-year-old site, 

which the late Klaus Schmidt of the German 
Archaeological Institute, who excavated them, called 
“the first manmade holy place.” (Science 18 January 
2008, p 278) Moving and decorating the great 
obelisks must have required a huge community 
effort. But signs of agriculture do not appear nearby 
until 500 years later, meaning that the builders of 
Gobekli Tepe were likely hunter-gatherers who 
came together to practice shared religious beliefs, 
Slingerland says. As Schmidt has said, “First came 
the temple, then came the city.” 

Reading another 2003 book Constant Battles: the 
Myth of the Peaceful, Noble Savage by Steven A 
LeBlanc, lists example after example of rampant 
warfare in hunter-gatherer societies. P 131 “Tribes 
have social organisations that cross-cut kinship lines 
and provide a kind of social “glue” that helps keep 
the larger units within a community co-operating 
instead of competing. Such co-operation was 
necessary in order to build and maintain irrigation 
canals and raised fields, and fortifications. What can 
be considered “organised religion” occurs with 
tribes, while most band-level religion is based on 
individual or ad hoc behaviour.” 

Perhaps another reason for hunter-gatherers 
becoming farmers in early cities was because it was 
SAFER? Is “social organisations” above restricted 
or not to religion?  

A more pertinent question for freemasons is “Has 
morality become independent of the existence of 
God?” No brethren it has not. 

Your thoughts Brethren? (Yes I subscribe to 
Science) 

My thoughts  

Rene Descartes “The certitude and the truth of all 
science depend on knowledge of God and on that 
alone.” Meditations on First philosophy, Meditation 
V: of the essence of material things; and again of 
God: that he exists para 16. 

This conception of God/Great Architect of the 
Universe as the sole principle of intelligence was at 
the heart of the Natural Theology of the 
Enlightenment. The Scottish Judge Adam Gifford’s 
foundation and its annual Gifford lectures 1888 to 
the present day, continue to explore Natural 
Theology.  See for example the 2010 lecture by 
Roger Scruton “The Face of God”. For an overview 
of Natural Theology, Science and religion see the 
1948 Gifford lecture “Religion and Culture” by 
Christopher Dawson. A full index of Gifford lectures 
up to 2005 can be found in “The Measure of God: 
our century-long struggle to reconcile Science and 
Religion – the story of the Gifford lectures” by Larry 
Witham. 
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Now, let me put to you an analogy.  Conjure up the 
image of a jigsaw puzzle. They are two dimensional. 
Now imagine jigsaw puzzle where the pieces are 
three dimensional, then imagine a three-dimensional 
puzzle that has no borders/edges, that is with an 
infinite number of pieces. 

We humans have an underlying drive to know what 
this whole jigsaw puzzle picture is like, yet we 
cannot see the COMPLETE picture. But the rational 
coherent fitting together jigsaw puzzle construct we 
see as our universe is surrounded by loose pieces 
that are not a fit to the assembled picture we have so 
painstakingly assembled over the millennia.  The 
grand design of the great architect of the universe is 
an understanding of the COMPLETE jigsaw puzzle. 

There are hints of this frame of mind/concept in the 
Jewish ineffable name of God, the lost word of the 
freemasons, and the attention to the “unknowable” 
by Herbert Spencer. (Herbert Spencer was an 
English philosopher, biologist, anthropologist, 
sociologist, and prominent classical liberal political 
theorist of the Victorian era. ED) It is illustrated by 
the practice during the enlightenment, of 
automatically comparing discoveries in the new 
sciences with the accepted jigsaw puzzle 
creation by Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, Galen 
etc.  It is also hovering in the background when 
we wonder why we are the only life on earth that 
can imagine/contemplate our own mortality. 

From Harashim 62 December 2013, page 2 “You 
are now permitted to extend your researches into 
the hidden mysteries of Nature and Science” by 
Br Ronald Ng from Singapore and the “History of 
Old Kings Arms Lodge No 28 by Albert Calvert.  
This lodge was consecrated on 25th May 1725. RWB 
Anthony Sayer was one of its founding members. 
Some abstracted topics from their monthly meetings 
are:- 

1st October 1733 lecture on muscular    
  movements. 
5th November 1733 lecture on the force of  
  muscles 
7th January 1734 An account of a water clock  
  invented by Ctesbius of Alexandria 
4th March  1734 Lecture by Bro Chovis on the 

human brain and the circulation of the 
blood 

3rd June  1734 Bro Adams with microscope  
  demonstrating microscopic   
  specimens. 
2nd September 1734 Lecture on iron and steel  
  manufacture. 
6th October  1735 Bro Clare on magnetism. 
17th November  1735 Bro Greme on fermentation - 

15th December 1735 and 15th 
November 1736 

5th March  1739 Bro Robertson on astronomy. 

This list from August 1733 to January 1740 holds 78 
months, 29 devoted to lectures and 21 of those 
subjects related to the hidden mysteries of Nature 
and Science. Thus 37% of meetings were devoted to 
lectures and 27% (ie one-quarter) to lectures on the 
hidden mysteries of Nature and Science. How 
common was this? Clavert on page 9 of his book 
writes “The practice of reading papers at lodge 
meetings (of No 28) was according to Bro H Sadler, 
a custom much in vogue at this time amongst the 
higher class of Lodges.”  

To reiterate - mankind has an underlying drive to 
know what this complete three-dimensional jigsaw 
puzzle picture is like, and we strive to conjure the 
most complete perfectly matched picture we can. 
The 3D matched puzzles we use today are many 
times larger than those of the Enlightenment times. 

Is it possible to bring the latest scientific and 
philosophical ideas into freemasonry (as lectures?) 
without a clash with our traditional landmarks? 

 

Here is one attempt. Your body is evidence of the 
work of the Great Architect of the Universe. We 
know that 99% of your body is made up of six 
elements from the 98 naturally occurring elements 
(atoms), listed here in order of increasing atomic 
number (size) hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, 
phosphorus and calcium.  Five more elements, about 
0.85%, are necessary for life - sodium, magnesium, 
sulphur, chlorine, and potassium. About another 
twelve trace elements play a role in good health. The 
lighter elements (including those eleven above) are 
the most abundant in the universe. The larger the 
element, the lower its abundance, with a few 
exceptions ie lithium, beryllium and boron. Of the 
neighbouring elements, those with even atomic 
numbers have somewhat higher abundances than 
those with odd atomic numbers. 

Now these elements in your body are immensely old 
- some untold billions of years old, as a general trend 
the larger, the older. The lighter elements are formed 
in commonplace suns such as our own and are 
formed by nuclear fusion reactions up to the size of 
the element iron (atomic number 26) and by neutron 
capture in a supernova (sun implosions) or neutron 
star collision thereafter. Some elements in your body 
could be as old as the Universe 1.9 x 1019 years. In 
summary, you are made of stardust, immensely old 
stardust and even supernova dust. 

However, the elements carbon, nitrogen, iron etc in 
your body are continually turning over. We excrete 
them and take in new ones from our food and the air 
we breathe. Thus the elemental composition of our 
bodies is in a state of constant interchange with the 
environment. And yet you and I consider ourselves a 
single unique ongoing individual. Yet the atoms of 
our bodies, some of which are unimaginable old, 
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pass into and out of our bodies at varying rates! 
Surely we in this atomic/elemental sense, we are all 
in intimate contact with God/Great Architect of 
the Universe?   

 

Also known as “The Pillars of Creation” 

 

The second update from science is a complete 
understanding of God/Great Architect of the 
Universe. Consider the mitochondria in the cells of 
your body. These are tiny organelles or powerhouses 
(or batteries if you like) inside the 15 trillion cells of 
your body. On average there are three to four 
hundred in each of your body cells, giving ten 
million billion in your body. They look like bacteria, 
and appearances are not deceptive, they were once 
free-living primitive bacteria (single cells) that 
adapted to life inside a primitive archezoan cell, 
forming a symbiotic relationship to both their 
advantages. If you remove your pink colour derived 
from the iron in your haemoglobin in your red cells, 
you would, in fact, be a pale blue-green colour, the 
colour of your mitochondria. An inspiration for the 
movie Avatar? Complex multicellular bodies such as 
ourselves became possible because of the abundance 
of energy this combination created. Therefore all 
living multicellular organisms (animals plants fungi 
etc) are CHIMERAS, a living union of two different 
life forms.  

Mitochondria are not just powerhouses, they also 
control the cell turnover of your body (apoptosis- 
some 10 billion cells die and are replaced by new 
cells every day), were responsible for the evolution 
of the sexes, are implicated in the causation of 
cancers, 
somehow involved in the process of ageing. 

Your mitochondria produce your energy by respiring 

oxygen from the air. If you stop breathing and cease 
supplying oxygen to your mitochondria, you die 
very quickly. You are an incredible energy machine. 
Gramme for gramme, even when just sitting quietly, 
you are converting ten thousand times more energy 
than the sun every second. Reference - “Power, Sex 
and Suicide - Mitochondria and the Meaning of 
Life” by Nick Lane page 67.  

In light of this incredible revelation, we should 
imagine mitochondria as the DIVINE SPARK 
given to us by God/Great Architect of the Universe. 
And there to inform us further in the quest to answer 
the eternal question – where do I/we come from? 

 

One Mitochondria 

 

In the age of enlightenment, we have the Old Kings 
Arms Lodge No 28 regularly discussing the current 
science of those days.  In informal discussions with 
brethren, on the question of why do we not have 
similar lectures in lodge today, the comment is that 
is way over my head. Brethren this SHOULD NOT 
BE WAY OVER OUR HEADS. It is a way of 
breathing life back into our concept of the Great 
Architect of the Universe. 

 

In the most important words of our ritual – LET 
THERE BE LIGHT in these matters.  

 

Later Note – has this jigsaw puzzle notion of 
GAOTU a long pedigree? 

1998 Gifford lecture Reconstructing Nature: the 
engagement of Science and Religion by John 
Brooke and Geoffrey Cantor page 144 in chapter 
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 Natural Theology and the History of Science.  
“What may be lost in extracting a theistic ‘proof’ 
from its context – for example, the ontological 
argument of Anselm, commonly abstracted as a 
theistic proof, acquires a different meaning when 
relocated in its own place and time – the Benedictine 
community of Bec in the eleventh century.  For 
Anselm, God was a being whose non-existence 
cannot be conceived. This was not intended as a 
piece of natural theology, independent of faith. His 
intention was to guide other monks towards a fuller 
knowledge of God. This required the recognition 
that God was not only that-which-nothing-greater-
can-be-thought but something greater than that 
which can be thought. 

 

Science 6251 28/8/2015 V349 pages 919 to 
922 Lizzie Wade 

 

ED note: This is a thought provoking paper 
and I am sure that John would appreciate 
some feedback. He asks for your, “the 
readers thoughts”. Take up the challenge 
and send your thoughts to me The Editor.  
Email harbar88@gmail.com and they will be 
published in the next Issue of Harashim, this 
is a challenge. 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

From the Editor. 

Reading the above paper by our Brother from 
Victoria, echo's my own thoughts on Let there be 
light, or  in Latin, Fiat lux.  Fiat Lux is used as the 
motto of many academic institutions including, in 
Melbourne, our own Walter and Elisa Hall Institute.   

I have no doubt that you the reader will  also have an 
affinity with this phrase. My Lodge of Research uses 
the motto “Seeking the Light”, that light of Masonic 
understanding, as against that used by anti-masons 
seeing something different in the phrase to use 
against us. 

I am an avid reader and at one time sought out books 
written by Isaac Asimov, as I thought his books 
were both thought provoking and very readable. One 
of his short stories is called “The Last Question” and 
came to mind when reading Johns paper. 

Isaac Asimov not only was a writer of science 
fiction, in academic life he was also a scientist with 
academic qualifications and Professorships, but he 
earned more as a writer. 

An online exhibit in West Virginia University 
Libraries' virtually complete Asimov Collection 

displays features, visuals, and descriptions of some 
of his over 600 books, games, audio recordings, 
videos, and wall charts. 

 

Now back to his story, "The Last Question" this is 
a science fiction short story  that  first appeared in 
the November 1956 issue of Science Fiction 
Quarterly . It is reported to be  Asimov's favourite 
short story of his own authorship, and is one of a 
loosely connected series of stories concerning a 
fictional computer called Multivac. The story 
overlaps science fiction, theology, and philosophy.  

 

In conceiving Multivac, Asimov was extrapolating 
the trend towards centralization that characterized 
computation technology planning in the 1950s to an 
ultimate centrally managed global computer. After 
seeing a planetarium adaptation of his work, Asimov 
"privately" concluded that this story was his best 
science fiction yet written; he placed it just higher 
than "The Ugly Little Boy" (September 1958) and 
"The Bicentennial Man" (1976). "The Last 
Question" ranks with "Nightfall" (1941) as one of 
Asimov's best-known and most acclaimed short 
stories. 

The story deals with the development of a series of 
computers called Multivac and their relationships 
with humanity through the courses of seven historic 
settings, beginning in 2061. In each of the first six 
scenes a different character presents the computer 
with the same question; namely, how the threat to 
human existence posed by the heat death of the 
universe can be averted.  

The question was: "How can the net amount 
of entropy of the universe be massively decreased?" 
This is equivalent to asking: "Can the workings of 
the second law of thermodynamics (used in the story 
as the increase of the entropy of the universe) be 
reversed?" Multivac's only response after much 
"thinking" is:  

"INSUFFICIENT DATA FOR MEANINGFUL 
ANSWER." 

The story jumps forward in time into later eras of 
human and scientific development. In each of these 
eras someone decides to ask the ultimate "last 
question" regarding the reversal and decrease of 
entropy. Each time, in each new era, Multivac's 
descendant is asked this question, and finds itself 
unable to solve the problem. Each time all it can 
answer is an (increasingly sophisticated, 
linguistically):  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Virginia_University_Libraries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Virginia_University_Libraries
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THERE IS AS YET INSUFFICIENT DATA FOR 
A MEANINGFUL ANSWER." 

In the last scene, the god-like descendant of 
humanity (the unified mental process of over a 
trillion, trillion, trillion humans that have spread 
throughout the universe) watches the stars flicker 
out, one by one, as matter and energy ends, and 
with it, space and time. Humanity asks AC, 
Multivac's ultimate descendant, which exists in 
hyperspace beyond the bounds of gravity or time, 
the entropy question one last time, before the last of 
humanity merges with AC and disappears. AC is 
still unable to answer, but continues to ponder the 
question even after space and time cease to exist. 
Eventually AC discovers the answer, but has 
nobody to report it to; the universe is already dead. 
It therefore decides to answer by demonstration. 
The story ends with AC's pronouncement, 

And AC said: "LET THERE BE LIGHT!" And 
there was light-- 

 

Entropy: 
  
a thermodynamic quantity representing the 
unavailability of a system's thermal energy for 
conversion into mechanical work, often interpreted 
as the degree of disorder or randomness in the 
system. 
 
"the second law of thermodynamics says that 
entropy always increases with time" 
 
So my Brothers let us continue to “Seek the Light” 
and you may also ponder the question. Where will 
our computer technology lead us?  
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

A recently raised Master Mason applied for a job 
and knowing his prospective boss to be a prominent 
Mason he made sure to wear his square and 
compass cuff links. When he arrived at the 
interview he approached his interviewer in the 
regular manner and proceeded to shake hands (yes 
with THAT handshake). After an hour or so (with 
the candidate dropping numerous Masonic 
references) the prospective boss asked if he were to 
be offered the job, what package would he expect. 
Our candidate, now feeling very confident said that 
he would like $200,000 and five weeks of annual 
leave. 

His interviewer replied, "We'll halve it and you 
begin. 

 
 

 

 

Ever notice how visionaries talk about “dots?”  

Steve Jobs, for instance, in his commencement 
speech at Stanford said "You can't connect the dots 
looking forward, you can only connect them 
looking backwards. So you have to trust that the 
dots will somehow connect in your future." 

Dots are just ideas—from your life, experiences, 
mentors, and reading. The more dots you have, the 
more opportunities you have to connect dots and 
extract new insights. 

But you also want to make sure that the right dots 
are making it into your matrix. Reading a wide 
array of content from a diverse group of sources is a 
great way to gather more dots to inform your work. 
However, if you aren't making an effort to filter 
those ideas and voices, you might end up throwing 
away 7 minutes on a clickbait post. Which articles 
are actually worth your valuable  

“When we once again fulfil our members, they will fill our Lodges”   
Robert Herd. 
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Writer, ‘truthseeker’, Freemason—and enthusiast! John Belton paints the picture of an able and intelligent 
man who lacked the virtue of moderation. Dudley Wright, the name by which he is generally known, was 
driven to seek for that which was lost, not ‘a word’ but a universal religion concealed beneath many of the 
world’s religions and mystery traditions. He discovered it several times and each time he found it he pub-
lished books and articles extolling ‘the truth’ and denigrating other beliefs, particularly those he had previ-
ously held and then discarded. 
 
At the age of 40, Wright published a book claiming that Jesus was a member of the Jewish sect of Essenes 
and not a divine being, and was influenced by eastern religions, including Parseeism and Buddhism. At 
this time Wright was also exploring occult and other sources, and publishing the results in magazine arti-
cles and books. His topics included druidism, poltergeists, ‘psychical science’, ‘the fourth dimension’, the-
osophy and vampires. 
 
By 1913 he had found the universal religion in Buddhism, declaring it to be: ‘the ultimate of human 
thought and aspiration, for no religion or philosophy since evolved or propounded has surpassed it either in 
simplicity or grandeur’. 
 
Two years later it was the turn of Islam to receive his approbation, claiming that the principle tenets of Is-
lam ‘are precisely what they were when propagated by its founder’. Buddhism, he contended, had been 
corrupted by ‘the intrusion of a priestly caste’, and Christianity had fallen into a state of ‘abominable cor-
ruption.’ With his conversion to Islam in 1915 he adopted the name Muhammad Sadiq. In 1917 he was 
accepted as a preacher and lecturer at a London mosque, and in articles published between 1915 and 1920, 
he extolled Islam and denigrated orthodox Christianity. 
 
At some point between 1920 and 1924 he became disenchanted with Islam, concluding that it and its texts 
were as divided and splintered as those of Christianity. He then began to study the Talmud and in 1932 
wrote a book on the subject, praising the Talmud as ‘embodying the purest gold’. In turn, Wright’s book 
was praised by Dr Isadore Epstein, a prominent rabbinic scholar. Until this time, Wright had been particu-
larly critical of Roman Catholicism and its beliefs and practices, but in 1933 he converted to Catholicism 
and, of course, began to write a book, in which he defended the Spanish Inquisition and endorsed tradition-
al stereotypes of Jewish greed, arrogance and power, and alleged Jewish conspiracies. He did not finish his 
book, but published articles in which he defended papal edicts against Jews, and suggested that the Tal-
mud—which he had previously praised—had been rightly condemned because of venomous and false 
statements about Jesus and Mary. 

Book Review 
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At some time between 1938 and 1944 he abandoned Catholicism and returned to Islam, and for the next 
five years, until his death in 1949 at the age of 81, he wrote a series of articles for the Islamic Review, 
signing each with his full name, Muhammad Sadiq Dudley Wright. 
 
In his dalliance with the world’s major religions, the ‘truthseeker’ seems to have gravitated toward the be-
liefs of fringe sects. The mosque which he joined—and returned to, two decades later—was part of the Ah-
madiyya Community, a liberal, non-sectarian, and to this day little known and often persecuted, branch of 
Islam. And when he converted to Catholicism in 1933, he joined the Catholic Guild of Israel, dedicated to 
the conversion of Jews and at the same time vilifying Judaism. It is surprising, therefore, that when he was 
attracted to Freemasonry, early in his search for truth, it was the mainstream variety he chose. Perhaps he 
had no opportunity to join elsewhere, and even the United Grand Lodge of England had its fringe, who, 
John Hamill was later to remark, ‘had their feet planted firmly in the clouds’. 
 
Dudley Wright was initiated in a London lodge in 1912 and remained an active Freemason for 20 years, 
through his conversions to Buddhism and Islam, and his interests in Theosophy and Judaism, until he be-
came a Catholic. Of course, he had much to say and write about Freemasonry. It was in his book The Eleu-
sinian Mysteries and Rites (1917) that he ventured the opinion that Freemasonry was probably based on 
these rites, and in his The Ethics of Freemasonry (1924) he claimed for Freemasonry: ‘It soars far higher 
than any of the religious systems that have found a home among the dwellers on earth’. 
 
Bro Belton details Bro Wright’s prolific literary output, including for Masonic magazines on both sides of 
the Atlantic, and indicates the precarious living Wright derived from the use of his pen, as author and as 
magazine editor. His connection with the American magazine, The Builder, began with a meeting in Lon-
don with Joseph Fort Newton in 1916, a gathering which included John Thorp (QC and Leicester Lodge of 
Research), W J Songhurst (QC), A E Waite and Albert Churchward. Bro Belton provides a brief biography 
of Bro Newton and the history of The Builder, with tantalisingly brief references to the (American) Nation-
al 
Masonic Research Society, the Masonic Service Association and the Phylalethes Society. 
Bro Belton notes that, while Wright published a great deal in the United States, he never visited that coun-
try, and it was his editorial work for the (English) Freemason (1913–1927) and being Masonic correspond-
ent for the London Times (1919–1933) which provided his bread and butter. Wright is perhaps best known 
for his revision of Gould’s History of Freemasonry, of the UK editions in 1931 and the US editions in 
1936. It was when Bro Belton was researching the checkered history of the Gould publications that Wright 
first came to his attention, but it was Wright’s eclectic range of religious interests and choice of 
publications which caused John Belton to team with Simon Mayers to write ‘The Life and Works of Dud-
ley Wright’ for Heredom, the Transactions of the Scottish Rite Research Society (vol 23, 2015), and then 
to compile the book under review. 
 
It is an attractively designed little book, with some 48 pages of main text, supported by an extensive bibli-
ography of 30 pages, and two appendixes: a biographical note in the Masonic Secretaries’ Journal, and an 
80-year retrospect of his life published in 1948 in the Islamic Review. What it sorely lacks, even for such a 
small book, is an index. More than half the time taken to write this review was spent in flipping back and 
forth to check and recheck facts, dates, and impressions mentally noted on the first or second reading. 
From a researcher’s point of view, the lack of index halves the value of the work, but if all you want is an 
interesting read, here it is, thoroughly recommended. 
 
Tony Pope 
 
 

If we encounter a man of rare intellect, we should ask him 

what books he reads. 

–Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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THE TREASURES OF ENGLISH FREEMASONRY 1717 - 2017 

 
Edited by Richard Gan 

  

The tercentenary of the establishment of the first Grand Lodge, 
and with it the formal organisation of Freemasonry in England 
and indeed the world, is celebrated in this easy-to-read and su-
perbly illustrated volume. 

 
In 1717 four London lodges came together to form the first Grand 
Lodge. Since then many millions of men have become Freema-
sons and in England alone over 9,500 lodges have been constitut-
ed. Whilst some of these lodges have come and gone, others have 
survived as long as Grand Lodge itself. 

 
A true collector's item, The Treasures of English Freemasonry 
1717-2017 is a beautiful and unique publication produced in con-
junction with the Library and Museum of Freemasonry. It features 
over 200 items which mark interesting and important aspects of 
the rich history of Freemasonry. 
Many priceless and unique treasures are featured, providing a rec-
ord of English Freemasonry over the past 300 years. Each one has been carefully selected, professionally 
photographed, and grouped together into one of ten different themes, each with an introduction written by 
an acknowledged Masonic scholar. 

 
This volume offers the reader a chance to explore the timeline of English Freemasonry. Each treasure is 
pictured in glorious detail, alongside a skilful explanation of its historical context and relevance to the Fra-
ternity as a whole. 

 
The Treasures of English Freemasonry 1717-2017 is not only a celebration of 300 years of English Free-
masonry, but also a definitive catalogue of its finest treasures. 

  

THEMES AND CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE: 

 

'The Early Years of Freemasonry' - Professor Aubrey Newman 

'The Antients and the Moderns' - Dr David Harrison 

'The Formation of the United Grand Lodge of England' - John Belton 

'A Cornucopia of Freemasonry' - Diane Clements 

'My Cup Runneth Over' - Richard Gan 

'The Craft of Symbolism' - Hugh O'Neill 

'Freemasons' Hall, London' - Dr James Campbell 

 

Book Review 

http://email.nsltr.com/t/r-l-yuxlutk-dklrikykir-k/
http://email.nsltr.com/t/r-l-yuxlutk-dklrikykir-u/
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'English Freemasonry Overseas' - Dr James Daniel 

'Freemasonry and Charity' - Dr John Reuther 

'Royal Freemasons and the Rulers of the Craft' - Dr Paul Calderwood 

 

Hardcover: 305 pages     ISBN: 9780853185314             £45.00 

 

Available from: 

Website: www.lewismasonic.co.uk 

Mail order number (UK): 01932 834959 

Telephone (Overseas): +44 (0)1932 834959 

Fax: 01932 845220 

Email: vera.west@lewismasonic.co.uk  

There is a great deal of difference be-

tween an eager man who wants to read a 

book and the tired man who wants a book 

to read. 

–Gilbert K. Chesterton 

http://email.nsltr.com/t/r-l-yuxlutk-dklrikykir-f/
mailto:vera.west@lewismasonic.co.uk
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Legal stuff About Harashim 
Harashim, Hebrew for Craftsmen, is a quarterly 

newsletter published by the Australian and New 

Zealand Masonic Research Council, in January, April, 

July and October each year.  

It is supplied to Affiliates and Associates electronically 
in PDF format. It is available worldwide in PDF format 
as an email attachment, upon application to the Editor 
at harbar88@gmail.com  Harashim may be read online 
at https://issuu.com/harashimed 

Copyright and reprinting 

Copyright is vested in ANZMRC and the author of any 

article appearing in Harashim. 

Affiliates and Associates are encouraged to reprint the 

entire newsletter (at their own expense) and circulate it to 

their own members, including their correspondence circles 

(if any) and to supply copies to public and Masonic 

libraries within their jurisdictions. 

Individual items from any issue may be reprinted by 

Associates and Affiliates, provided: 

 The item is reprinted in full; 

 The name of the author and the source of the article are 

included; and 

 A copy of the publication containing the reprint is sent to 

the editor. 

Anyone else wishing to reprint material from Harashim 

must first obtain permission from the copyright holders via  

the editor. 

Unless otherwise specified, authors submitting original 

work for publication in Harashim are deemed to grant 

permission for their work to be published also on the 

Internet websites of ANZMRC http//anzmrc.org  and  

https://issuu.com/harashimed 

Contents 

Affiliate and Associate members are encouraged to 

contribute material for the newsletter, including: 

 Their lecture programs for the year; 

 Any requests from their members for information on a 

research topic; 

 Research papers of more than local interest that merit 

wider publication. 

The newsletter also includes news, reports from ANZMRC, 

book reviews, extracts from other publications and a 

readers’ letters column, from time to time. 

If  the source of an item is not identified, it is by the editor. 

Opinions expressed are those of the author of the article, 

and should not be attributed to the Council. 

Material submitted for publication must be in a digitized 

form by e-mail, or Memory stick addressed to the editor, 

Harvey Lovewell 87/36 Anzac Ave Mareeba 4880 

Queensland  Australia. Or email to harbar88@gmail.com 

  

Clear illustrations, diagrams and photographic prints 

suitable for scanning are welcome, and most computer 

graphic formats are acceptable. Photos of contributors 

(preferably not in regalia) would be useful. Contributors 

who require mailed material to be returned should 

include a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

General correspondence 

All other correspondence, including about purchase of files 

and books, should be directed to: The Secretary, 

ANZMRC. Brendan Kyne 

7 Devon Ave Coburg Vic 3058  

Police to seize the Freemasons membership 
lists, from 1990 – 2017. 

Posted on March 2, 2017 by The Freemasonry 
Squared Team 
 
Anti-Masonry is nothing new to the brethren of the 
fraternity. The forcing of making affiliation is also 
a matter members of the Craft have had to deal 
with. This is just the recent turn of events 
happening in Italy. 

The Italian parliamentary Anti-mafia 
Commission (Italian: Commissione parlamentare 
antimafia) is a bicameral commission of the Italian 
Parliament, composed of members from the 
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. The first 
commission, formed in 1963, was established as a 
body of inquiry tasked with investigating the 
“phenomenon of the [Sicilian] Mafia”. Subsequent 
commissions expanded their scope to investigate 
all “organized crime of the Mafia type”, which 
included other major criminal organizations in 
Italy such as the Camorra, the ‘Ndrangheta and the 
Sacra Corona Unita. 

The Commission’s goal is to study the 
phenomenon of organized crime in all its forms 
and to measure the adequacy of existing anti-crime 
measures, legislative and administrative, according 
to their results. The Commission also has judicial 
powers in that it may instruct the judicial police to 
carry out investigations, it can ask for copies of 
court proceedings, and is entitled to request any 
form of collaboration that it deems necessary. 
Those who provide testimony to the Commission 
are obliged by law to tell the truth. The 
Commission can also submit reports to the 
Parliament as often as desired, but does so at least 
on an annual basis. 

(ANSA) – Rome, March 1 – The parliamentary 
anti-mafia commission on Wednesday ordered 
police to seize the membership lists, from 1990 to 
today, of freemasons belonging to lodges in 
Calabria and Sicily. The lodges involved are: 
Grande Oriente d’Italia; Gran Loggia Regolare 
d’Italia; Serenissima Gran Loggia d’Italia; Gran 
Loggia d’Italia degli Antichi Liberi Accettati 
Muratori. There have been a few recent cases in 
which some masons have been linked to mafia 
activities in the two southern Italian regions. The 
freemasons’ lodges have denied having anything 
to do with Italy’s mafias: Cosa Nostra in Sicily, 

World news 

mailto:harbar88@gmail.com
https://issuu.com/harashimed
mailto:harashimed@gmail.com
http://www.freemasonrysquared.org/police-to-seize-the-freemasons-membership-lists-from-1990-2017/
http://www.freemasonrysquared.org/author/admin/
http://www.freemasonrysquared.org/author/admin/
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‘Ndrangheta in Calabria and the Camorra in 
Campania. 

Let us keep those brothers in Italy in our thoughts 
and Prayers. 

***************** 

From  Phoenix St John Website 

Canterbury Cathedral To Host Service For 
Freemasons After Receiving £300,000 Donation 

James Macintyre 09 February 2017 

Canterbury Cathedral is hosting a service to 
“celebrate” 300 years of Freemasonry after 
receiving a donation from the Masons of £300,000. 

The Duke of Kent, who is the Grand Master of the 
Freemasons, will be among those attending the 
special service of thanksgiving on 18 February. 
The service next Saturday lunch time will last more 
than three hours during which the Cathedral is 
expected to be full of Freemasons. 

The service comes after freemasons in Kent, Sussex 
and Surrey sought to raise £200,000 for the 
Cathedral in an appeal which ended on 31 
December. 

In fact, the appeal, in aid of the restoration of the 
North-West Transept in the Cathedral, raised 
£300,000. 

The Duke of Kent, who is also a patron of the 
Canterbury Cathedral Trust, will be the guest of 
Very Revd Dr Robert Willis, the Dean of 
Canterbury, who will be taking the service. 

Also in attendance will be the heads of 
Freemasonry in Kent, Surrey and Sussex. 

Asked whether the service was linked to the 
donation, a spokesperson for the Cathedral said: 
“Indeed.” 

The Cathedral was also open about this in an 
“invitation on behalf of the Masonic Province of 
East Kent”, which states: “Freemasonry has been 
pleased to support Canterbury Cathedral for many 
years, helping to fund essential repairs to the 
building, and the training of a number of 
apprentice stonemasons. To mark this three 
hundred year celebration, a major donation of 
£300, 000 has been made jointly by the 
Freemasons of Sussex, Surrey and Kent, to 
support the restoration of the Cathedral’s North 
West Transept. Three hundred thousand, to mark 
three hundred years.” 

The Cathedral added that a “capacity attendance is 
anticipated”. 

The Masonic Province of East Kent has more than 
six thousand Freemasons and 184 lodges. 

A spokesperson for the Archbishop of Canterbury 
declined to comment and referred queries to the 
Cathedral. 

http://www.christiantoday.com/article/canterbury.cathedral.to.host.service.for.freemasons.after.receiving.300000.donation/104570.htm
http://www.phoenixstjohn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/post-11.jpg
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This Short Talk is not "a prediction of things to 
come". Nor is it a suggested program of Masonic 
education for a constituent or Grand Lodges to 
adopt. It merely presents a few observations about 
Masonic education and the future. 
 
Our ideas are like our children. We give them birth; 
we nurture and develop them carefully. But they 
have the perfectly natural habit of growing up and 
leaving home, to change and modify themselves in 
new environments and unforeseen situations. Only 
in this vague and seemingly capricious manner may 
these thoughts have any effect on the future.   
Masonic education (in which term are included all 
our fraternal activities to instruct, to inform, to teach, 
to stimulate, and to enlighten our brethren) is at pre-
sent largely in the hands of two principal groups; 
the@ may conveniently (but not entirely satisfactori-
ly) be referred to as the custodians of the ritual and 
the committees on Masonic information or educa-
tion.   
Of the two, the custodians of the ritual have a longer 
tradition of organised efforts to instruct members 
and officers of the constituent lodges. Their objec-
tive has been clear and well-defined,-to see that the 
language of the ritual is transmitted unimpaired to 
each succeeding generation. The greatest weakness 
which has developed in this educational activity is 
the narrowness with which "Proficiency" has been 
regarded. The outcome has been, generally speaking, 
an almost exclusive emphasis on "perfect memoriza-
tion" and on repetition of movements precisely per-
formed.   
Ritualists should be equally concerned 
with understanding and interpretation. The Middle 
Chamber lecture, for example, is a prodigious feat of 
memory for the average officer to deliver unassisted. 
But even when he can do it "letter perfect", it is dull 
and profitless if he delivers that lecture without un-
derstanding its eighteenth-century language and 
without expressing by means of that understanding 
his admiration for intellectual attainments and schol-
arship.   
Furthermore, would not some skill with dramatic 
techniques (phrasing, a variation of pitch and tone, 
gestures, etc.) help him to put the message across 
better? A definition of "proficiency" should include 
such skills as well as perfect memorization. Mem-
bers of the Scottish Rite have learned the value 
of dramatic presentations of their ritual. They have 
much to demonstrate to the ritualists of Symbolic 
Masonry.   

One may meet an occasional iconoclast who says 
that "the ritualists have had their day". There are also 
some "modernizers", who would have us shorten the 
ritual and re-write it in language suitable to the 
Atomic Age. Most of these commentators seem to 
evade the real issue involved in this problem of Ma-
sonic learning - how to present the ritual so that it 
conveys meaning and helps to inspire moral action 
by every symbolic seeker after light. This is one area 
in which Masonic education will broaden its scope 
and extend its researches in the future. (This, howev-
er, is not a prediction; it is merely a personal 
hope! )   
 
Masonic education in the hands of committees or 
officers charged with imparting light on the history, 
symbolism, laws, etc., of the Craft, is a more recent 
development, although it certainly is not new. The 
1920's marked the first big wave of organised efforts 
to educate Masons about their fraternity beyond the 
actual ritual and lectures of the three degrees.   
Masonic periodicals in the early twenties were filled 
with contributions on this subject: "Masonic Educa-
tion: What Should It Consist Of?"; "Why Masonic 
Education?"; "Scope of Masonic Education"; "A 
Lecture Course in Masonic Education"; "Seeking a 
Definition of Masonic Education"; "Grand Lodge 
Endorses Masonic Education"; "The Real Object of 
Masonic Education"; and many an essay entitled 
simply "Masonic Education", one such having been 
written by the famous Joseph Fort Newton, which 
appeared in the Masonic News of Detroit, Michigan, 
in September 1924.   
 
The 1930's saw the establishment in many Grand 
Lodges of standing or special committees on Mason-
ic education, information, or culture - or whatever 
term was chosen to avoid the 
word education. Among the first fruits of the labours 
of these groups were instructional devices and edu-
cational programs for lodge meetings, as well as 
leaflets and pamphlets on the history and symbolism 
of the Craft. Candidate instructional booklets were 
the natural outgrowth of these efforts because the 
need for individualised instruction was soon appar-
ent. The last decade has seen an accelerating produc-
tion of handbooks and manuals for officers and com-
mitteemen because it has become obvious that in 
spite of all the Masonic information disseminated in 
the past four decades, leadership has not been devel-
oped sufficiently within the lodges, and without 
good leaders, no program can be made effective.   
This sketchy backward look may not seem appropri-

 
THE FUTURE OF MASONIC EDUCATION 

Found on the website of the Masonic Trowel 
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ate to a discourse on the future of Masonic educa-
tion, but it may have this value: an understanding of 
what has been done will at least suggest what we 
may build on, what has been achieved, and what 
need not be repeated, as well as what may have been 
lacking and to what we might apply our educational 
efforts in the future. At this point, it seems safe to 
make one prediction, although it is really only a 
statement of fact. As long as Freemasonry remains 
Freemasonry, educational programs such as we have 
at present will continue because the individual mem-
ber needs them.   
A recent "new development" in Masonic education 
is the action of the Grand Master of Washington, 
M.W. Brother George H. Bovingdon. He has called 
upon every lodge in his jurisdiction to give sincere 
study and extended consideration, including debate, 
to the address of the Grand Orator, John D. 
Blankinship, which was delivered at Grand Lodge in 
Bellingham last June. "I want this oration", an-
nounced the Grand Master, "to be the starting point 
for an analysis in depth of Masonry in the state of 
Washington."   
 
All lodges have been asked to plan a meeting at 
which the oration will be the principal focus of at-
tention Discussion panels are to be appointed and 
one member designated to record a full synopsis of 
the panel's presentations, the subsequent discus-
sions, and a summary of specific recommendations 
which the lodge may decide to make. All these ma-
terials, from every lodge, are to be in the Grand 
Master's hands by October 30. What is happening in 
Washington opens up vistas into new activities and 
objectives for Masonic education.   
Concerned over Masonry's declining influence and 
prestige, Grand Orator Blankinship proposed a num-
ber of steps which Freemasonry should take to re-
capture its vitality and effectiveness. Unfortunately, 
the least important suggestion will probably receive 
the greatest attention, because he advocates an ex-
tensive shortening and modernization of the ritual.  
 
"This job," he says, "is too important to be delegated 
to amateurs who would be able to work on it only 
part-time. It should be turned over to professionals, 
skilled in the communication of ideas and adult edu-
cation, who would work at it full time."   
The antagonism which such a proposal will proba-
bly arouse may draw attention away from more val-
uable suggestions which should interest every 
Brother concerned with Masonic education. A few 
quotations from Brother Blankinship's address re-
veal these.   
 
"I think men want, and Masonry should give them, 
an opportunity... for education, particularly in their 
relations to God, their fellow men, and their institu-
tions; and for a means to decide upon and take re-

sponsible group action on current issues....... Free-
masonry does not compete effectively for men's 
minds and souls."   
 
"We should concentrate on human relations, teach-
ing our members the duties which all men owe to 
God, to their fellow man (not just to their fellow-
Masons), and to their institutions, governmental, 
religious, educational, fraternal....... Rather than re-
treating from the problems of mankind, Masonry 
should advance upon them."   
 
"Our objective should be to assist mankind in solv-
ing the problems which beset him... History has 
demonstrated that groups of men who together 
think, out responsible answers to human problems 
wield an influence for good far beyond their num-
bers."   
 
"Let us make lodge forums for discussions of such 
questions. . . . Let us bring the community into the 
lodge and at the same time take the lodge into the 
community. This will require skill. Lodges . . . 
should be assisted and advised by professionals em-
ployed by Grand Lodge. It will also require hard 
work, but it will be worth it. Masonry will again 
play an active role as it did in those colonial days 
about which we now boast."   
 
Grand Orator Blankinship is really saying that Ma-
sonic education should not be limited to Masons. He 
suggests that if Masonry is an educational institu-
tion, it should be educating mankind, not merely 
Masons. The range of activities suggested by that 
idea is enormous.   
 
No thoughtful Mason should dismiss this suggestion 
before giving it careful and extended thought, be-
cause one of the most important reasons for the so-
called "decline in Masonic influence" must be 
sought in the statement of one fraternal critic, 
"Nobody's paying much attention to Freemasonry 
because it's not saying anything worth listening 
to.'P   
 
Such a commentator is not denying the value of 
Freemasonry's teachings; he is trying to suggest that 
the Fraternity is not relating its principles to modern 
knowledge, modern attitudes, the hopes and fears of 
modern man. Masons repeat their ideals with zeal-
ous determination, but they don't relate them to 
modern thinking and modern conditions.   
 
This suggests that Masonic educators need to re-
define their philosophy of Masonic education in 
terms that show an awareness of the prevailing intel-
lectual attitudes reflected in the thinking of the artic-
ulate voices of our time, in the arts, in religion, in 
politics, in economic and social situations, in educa-
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tion, and especially in the communication enterpris-
es.   
Generally speaking, many young people live in a 
spiritual vacuum. They are encouraged to seek mate-
rial wealth and luxury; but it is exceptional to find 
them given conceptions of higher or nobler purposes 
in life, of genuine patriotism, for example. The love 
of one's homeland and the love of God are ridiculed 
far more widely than we realise.   
 
He who endeavours to defend long cherished ideals, 
morals in politics, literature, and art, or the ideals of 
a militant faith, is frequently labelled a Fascist or a 
Nazi, an "enemy of democracy". Too much of the 
prevailing mood of our time is cynicism and nihil-
ism; many who would speak up against those philos-
ophies are denied access to press, radio, and televi-
sion.   
He who advocates a moral and spiritual re-birth of 
the world and an ideological march against Russian 
communism runs the risk of being called a "war-
monger", a "mediaeval crusader"! The acceptable 
crusader must stick to contemporary social pro-
grams, some of which are politically motivated and 
therefore suspect.   
 
Masonic teaching is basically a re-affirmation of the 
absolute necessity of morality in all the relationships 
which exist and develop in the processes we call civ-
ilisation. Morality is a misunderstood word and is 
too often limited to the concept of the relationships 
between sexes. True morality grows out of a recog-
nition that men must commit themselves to some 
fundamental principles of action and behaviour if 
the fabric of civilisation is to have any durability and 
meaning. Change there will be, from time to time, as 
light is added to light; but without a commitment to 
some standards of rectitude and justice, there can be 
no faith in the value of cooperative efforts to build a 
society which will fit a definition of civilisation. The 
spiritual tragedy of modern man lies in his fear that 
society has discarded such faith.   
 
Freemasonry obligates men; it commits men to some 
fundamental moral attitudes and principles. Whether 
it succeeds in transforming a verbal exercise of com-
mitment into a determined life-long pattern of be-
haviour aimed at moral steadfastness, impartial 
truth, and pure justice is a question for Masonic edu-
cators to study carefully.   
 
Therein lies the future of Masonic education, in the 
sense that the "future" is an opportunity, an area for 
service and development. To devel-
op committed men is one of the essential purposes of 
Masonic education because the world needs our re-
affirmation as much as we do ourselves.   

 

 

 

Contributed  by Brendan Kyne March  2017 

 

THE LABYRINTH - One Path To The Centre 
A Very Different Approach for Consideration and 
Comment 

Chartres Cathedral, also known as the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Chartres, is a Gothic Catholic cathedral 
of the Latin Church located in Chartres, France, 
about 80 kilometres southwest of Paris. 

One of the many beauties of this Cathedral is the 
Labyrinth set as a pavement inlay within the nave. 
Labyrinths were once very much a part of European 
Cathedrals although many were deliberately de-
stroyed in the 1700 and 1800s as they were consid-
ered un-Christian. 

The Chartres labyrinth is not a maze as such but ra-
ther it has only one way into the centre. For the 
monks walking the path of the labyrinth it was a 
journey of contemplation in search of a deeper self-
knowledge until one arrives “on the centre”. It is a 
journey within ourselves and then back again to the 
everyday world, a sort of geometrical pathway for 
personal, psychological and spiritual development. 
For Freemasons that perhaps sounds a little familiar. 

However, the Chartres labyrinth had a couple of ex-
tra features that are no longer present, for in the cen-
tre there used to be a large 140 centimetre in diame-
ter copper plate. Whilst high above the copper plate 
was a substantial lodestone of strong magnetic prop-
erties. 

Laurence Gardner, Freemason and author whose 
first book "Bloodline of the Holy Grail" was very 
much in the Da Vinci Code genre, suggests a rather 
unusual purpose for this particular labyrinth in his 
book "Lost Secrets of the Sacred Ark." 

Bro Gardner suggests that the Knights Templar by 
placing the Ark of the Covenant, a “...capacitorial 
arcing device...”, on the superconducting copper 
plate beneath the superconducting lodestone that, 

“...not only would the Ark levitate, it would begin to 
defy all known parameters of gravity and space-
time, for superconductivity is not about particles and 
matter; it is about Light and it exits in a world of its 
own...therefore the Ark of the Covenant is doubtless 
precisely where it has been since before 1307...it 
resides majestically within the aura of the labyrinth 
at Chartres Cathedral, having moved through the 
superconducting vortex portal of another parallel 
dimension of space-time...” 

Now how is that for a somewhat different view on 
the Chartres labyrinth, but bear in mind that the first 
“history” book by Bro Gardner was a slight variant 
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of the Da Vinci code theme, just minus the Prieure 
de Sion angle? 

(Reference: Laurence Gardner – Lost Secret of The 
Sacred Ark, 2003, Element, London, pp. 263-271) 
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   An International Conference of Masonic Research lodges will be held at Toulon, south of France, from 
19 to 21 May 2017, at which ANZMRC will be represented by President Neil Morse and Past President 
Colin Heyward. There will be a reception and dinner on the Friday, followed by lectures over the week-
end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICOM 2017 is organized by the Grand Lodge of France.  
 
See the general conditions of use of the site, access and security.  
 
Scientific Committee Louis Trebuchet, President of the Commission of Masonic History 
and Venerable Master of the National Lodge of the Grand Lodge of France, Marquis de 
La Fayette, and Alain Bernheim, 33 ° of the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdic-
tion of the United States and Honorary Member of the Supreme Council of France, co-
chair of the Scientific Committee.  
 
Operational Committee Members of the GLDF Mediterranean Research Lodge, Mare 
Nostrum, supervise the ICOM 2017 Operations Committee, supported by the skills and 
availability of the Var's members of the Grande Loge de France, and many other fraternal 
and caring support, Without which nothing could have been done.  
 
 

ICOM 2017 program 
 

SATURDAY 20 MAY 2017   9.30 am Opening of the Conference. 
 
Known and less known about the Masonic tradition of the Antients  by Louis Trebuchet, National 
Lodge of Research Marquis de la Fayette, Grand Lodge of France. 
 
Chaired by Michel Lecour, Regional Lodge of Research Mare Nostrum, Grand Lodge of France 
in French with simultaneous translation in English. 
 
11 am Round Tables ‘A’ [two lectures in each of three rooms, A1, A2 & A3] 
 

A1 Chaired by Alain Bernheim, Member of Honour of the Supreme Council of France. 
Influence of British Freemasonry in America,  by Brent Morris 33°, SC of SJ, USA; editor of 
Heredom, Scottish Rite Research Society in English with simultaneous translation in French 
 
Geopolitics of the Antients and Moderns during the independence of the United States  by Yves 
Hivert-Messica, Honorary Professor, Doctor of History, France; in French with simultaneous translation 
in English 
 

A2 Chaired by Gérard Moitrieux, President of the Commission Histoire de l'Aréopage Sources 
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Who were the first Freemasons? by Aubrey Newman, QC Lodge, emeritus Professor of History, Uni-
versity of Leicester  in English 
The origins of Freemasonry,  by Margaret Jacob, Distinguished Professor of History, University of 
California, Los Angeles in English. 
 

A3 Chaired by Jean-François Variot, Grand Orator of the French National Grand Lodge. 
 
The Irish origins of the Grand Lodge of the Antients by Robert Bashford, Research Lodge CC, of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  in English 
 
 

A3 chaired by Louis Trebuchet, National Lodge of Research Marquis de la Fayette, Grand Lodge of 
France. 
 
Greco-arab Hermeticism and the fabric of Freemasonry by Thierry Zarcone, Director of Research of 
CNRS, Ecole pratique des hautes études, Paris; in French 
 
2.15 pm Round Tables ‘B’ [one lecture in each of four rooms, B1, B2, B3 & B4] 
 

B1 chaired by Brent Morris 33°, SC of SJ, USA; editor of Heredom, Scottish Rite Research Society. 
 
The Union of the Moderns and Antients: How they got there & How things changed, by John Bel-
ton, QC Lodge; in English with simultaneous translation in French 
 

B2 chaired by Robert Bashford, Research Lodge CC, of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
 
Scottish Freemasonry and lodges in the first half of the 18th century by Iain MacIntosh, Grand 
Lodge of Scotland; in English. 
 
 
 

B3 chaired by Neil Morse, President, Australian & New Zealand Masonic Research Council 
 
Freemasonry a Socratic Society? the ‘Relation Apologique’ (1738) revisited, by Andreas Önnerfors, 
Research Lodge Carl Friedrich Eckleff, Sweden; in English 
 

B4 chaired by Klaus Bettag, Frederik Masonic Research Association, Germany 
 
Radiance of the Scottish Mother Lodge of Marseille in the Mediterranean, by Pierre-Yves Beaure-
paire, Professor of Modern History, University of Sophia-Antipolis, France; in French. 
 
Saturday 20 May continued. 
 
3.45 pm Round Tables ‘C’ [one lecture in each of four rooms, C1, C2, C3 & C4] 
 

C1 chaired by Christine Roux, President of the Commission of History of the Droit Humain, France. 
 
The birth in 1804 of a Grand Lodge of the Ancient Rite in France, by Michel Pelissier, President of 
the Commission of  History of the Supreme Council of France;  in French with simultaneous translation 
in English 
 

C2 chaired by ?? 
 
The beginning of Freemasonry in Spain: the French connection, by Adrian Mac Liman, Iberian Cen-
tre for Masonic Studies (CIEM), Madrid; in French. 
 

C3 chaired by Marius Denke, Diogenes of Sinope Lodge of Research, Grand Lodge of Togo. 
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The origins of African Lodge of Boston and its development in American Freemasonry, by Oscar 
Alleyne, PM of Wappingers lodge #671, Grand Lodge of New York; in English 
 

C4 chaired by Dominique Freymond, President of the Alpina Research Group (GRA), Switzerland. 
 
The Rites of Reception in the Compagnonnage during the second half of the 17th century, by Jean
-Michel Mathonière, Study Centre of the Compagnonnage, Avignon; in French. 
 
5.15 pm Round Tables D [one lecture in each of three rooms, D1, D2, D3, & two in D4] 
 

D1 chaired by Aubrey Newman, QC Lodge, emeritus Professor of History, University of Leicester 
 
Symbolic (blue) lodges and Scottish ‘High Grades’ at Charleston at the end of the 18th century 
by Alain Bernheim, Member of Honour of the Supreme Council of France; in French with simultane-
ous translation in English 
 

D2 chaired by Andreas Önnerfors, Research Lodge Carl Friedrich Eckleff, Sweden 
 
The Swedish Rite, origins, history and rituals, by Klaus Bettag, Frederik Masonic Research 
Association, Germany in French 
 

D3 chaired by Gaël de Kerret, National Lodge of Research Gérard de Nerval, Grand Lodge of the 
French Masonic Alliance (GLAMF) 
 
La Bonne Amitié, a lodge of the Ancient Rite at Namur in 1775 by Henry Mackelbert, Honorary 
Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of Belgium; in French 
 

D4 chaired by Maurice Borsa, Maritime Lodge of Research Rear-Admiral Vence, ASPOMA, France 
 
The beginning of Freemasonry in Australia and New Zealand: the French connection 
by Colin Heyward, Past President of ANZMRC and  
The Grand Lodge of New Zealand: perspective on its foundation by Michael Kearsley, QC Lodge, 
editor of The Square; both; in English. 
 

8 pm Dinner of the Luminaries,  
on the theme of 

The responsibility of the historian facing the world and the evolution of civilisation 
A grand gala evening presided over by 

Philippe Charuel, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of France 
who will receive 

Jean-Noël Jeanneney, historian, Past Minister, 
Past President of the Bibliothèque nationale de France. 

 
SUNDAY 21 MAY 2017 
 
9.30 am Round Tables ‘E’ [three lectures in E1, and one lecture in each of E2 and E3] 
 
E1 chaired by Michel Pelissier, President of the Commission of History of the Supreme Council of 
France. 
 
A ritual of the AASR originally from Louisiana, used in California in 1851 by Georges Vieux, 
Grand Lodge of California 
and 
Influence of the ritual of the Antients on the rituals of the three first degrees of the AASR: the 
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 American hypothesis, by Christian Mermet, Grand Lodge of the French Masonic Alliance/ Supreme 
Council for France, secretary of the Latomia Foundation, France 
and 
Influence of the ritual of the Antients on the rituals according to the ‘Anciens Cahiers de 
1829’ [old 
documents?] by Jacques Simon, Lieutenant Grand Commander, Supreme Council for France 
simultaneous translation of all the above into English/French 
 

E2 chaired by Henry Abel III, WM American Lodge of Research 
 
The rituals created for the United Grand Lodge of England after the union of 1813, Antients or 
Moderns?  by Jan Snoek, Frederik Masonic Research Association, Germany 
in English 
 

E3 chaired by Françoise Moreillon, President of  the Commission of History of the Feminine Grand 
Lodge of France 
 
Germain Hacquet and the Grand Lodge of the Ancients of Saint-Domingue (1802–1804) by Pierre 
Mollier, Director of the library of the Grand Orient of France in French. 
 
11 am Closing Lecture. 
 

E3 Chaired by Louis Trebuchet, National Lodge of Research Marquis de la Fayette, Grand Lodge of 
France 
A world panorama of the heritage of the Freemasonry of the Antients by Alain Bernheim, Member 
of Honour of the Supreme Council of France simultaneous translation English/French. 
 
12.15 pm Conclusion of the Conference [Rencontres, literally ‘Meetings’] 
 
ANZMRC and Masonic research in the Pacific. by Neil Morse, President of the Australian & New Zea-
land Masonic Research Council simultaneous translation English/French 
Historical research and Masonic Universality, by Philippe Charuel, Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of France: simultaneous translation English/French. 
 
3.30 pm  
 
Historical reconstruction of Saint John of Scotland Scottish Mother Lodge of Marseille 
simultaneous translation English/French 
 
The Worshipful Lodge No.1 of the Grand Lodge of France, Scottish Mother Lodge of Marseille, pre-
sents a Masonic ceremony open to Brothers and Sisters of all Obedience's [Constitutions]. It will recon-
struct, in costumes and scenery of the period, an initiation ceremony of the First Degree employing the 
ritual used in the 18th century. 
 
This ceremony, open to all male and female Freemasons, is not an actual working (n’est pas une tenue). 
Seuls les officiants porteront des décors. [unable to translate the preceding sentence]. 
 
Saturday & Sunday: buffet lunch from 12.30 pm to 2.30 pm. 
 

********************** 
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Contributed by Richard Num. in the English if the time. 

1768 Encyclopedia Britannica (First edition) entry for Freemasonry-  

 

 

********************* 

A "condensed" version of a paper I delivered to Walter F. Myer Lodge of research in Seattle WA. in 2007 by 

Bro. Robert W. Bruneau 

 

QUOTE: "The beauty of our ritual and the good fellowship among the members cannot be conserved when 

the chief aim is to make Masons and money."  

 

It is not the primary purpose of Masonry to initiate candidates or to enlarge its membership. Were it so, there 

would be no basis for our laws against proselytising.  

 

The ordinary function of a Masonic Lodge indeed, the primary function of our craft, is to train its members 

to an understanding of the truths which its ritual and its ceremonies are calculated to inculcate, to develop its 

members as benevolent men, to cultivate the social virtues among men and to propagate the knowledge of 

the art.  

 

The chief concern of the lodge is with its welfare, the happiness and Masonic development of its members, 

not with the admission of those who seek entrance to its doors.  

 

Its success as a Masonic lodge cannot be gauged by the length of its membership roll or by the size of its ac-

cumulated funds.  

 

The beauty of our ritual and the good fellowship among the members cannot be conserved when the chief 

aim is to make Masons and money-- For a man consisteth not in the abundance of things he possesseth-- and 

a lodge's life does not consist in its acquisitions, but in the contributions which it makes to civilization and 

society through the influence of those whom it has helped to train in what we call Masonic character. There-

fore it should be the duty of every Masonic lodge to put into action a plan for the education of its members 

in Masonic history, symbolism and philosophy, devoting more of its meetings to this much-neglected func-

tion.  

 

Freemasonry is and always has been an educational institution. So properly considered, a Masonic lodge is a 

“Free and Accepted Masonry, a very ancient fociety or body of men, fo called, either from fome ex-

traordinary knowledge of mafonry or building which they are fuppofed to be mafters of, or becaufe the 

firft founders of the fociety were perfons of that profeffion. Thefe are now very confiderable, both for 

number and character, being found in every country in Europe, and confifting principally of perfons of 

merit and confideration. As to antiquity, they lay claim to a ftanding of fome thoufand years. What the 

end of their inftitution is, feems ftill in fome meafure a fecret; and they are faid to be admitted into the 

fraternity by being put in poffeffion of a great number of fecrets , called the mafon’s word, which have 

been religioufly kept from age to age, being never divulged.”  
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Temple of learning or should be.  

 

Masons seek enlightenment by the lessons enshrined in our ritual charges and lectures and in the tradition-

al history of this ancient and honourable Craft. Individual Masons try to extend their personal experience 

that they might gain a deeper insight and study to expand their knowledge for a fuller understanding of the 

eternal verities.  

 

So to the point; "What came you here to do?" To improve myself in Masonry. This is susceptible of many 

interpretations.  

 

What makes me a Mason, the attempt to live a life of purpose, there is no other purpose to life.  

 

************************ 

 


